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SUBJ: ILO CONFERENCE - RESOLUTION ON FUTURE ACTION OF THE ILO IN 
FIELD OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT 

FOLLOWING IS TITLE AND TEXT OF RESOLUTION ON FUTURE ACTION OF 
THE ILO IN FIELD OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT. BEGIN 
TEXT: 


RESOLUTION CONCERNING FUTURE ACTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
ORGANISATION IN THE FIELD OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT, 
SUBMITTED BY CARLSSON, WORKERS' DELEGATE. SWEDEN; MEHTA, WORKERS' 
DELEGATE, INDIA; 

MORRIS, WORKERS' DELEGATE, CANADA; MUHR, WORKERS' DELEGATE, FED- 
ERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY; PLANT, WORKERS' DELEGATE, UNITED KING- 
DOM; SANCHEZ MADARIAGA, WORKERS' DELEGATE, MEXICO; SUNDE, WORK- 
ERS' DELEGATE, NORWAY; AND VOGNBJERG, WORKERS' DELEGATE, DENMARK. 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISA- 
TION, 
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CONSIDERING THAT THE IMPROVEMENT OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND THE 
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PROTECTION OF THE HEALTH OF WORKERS CONSTITUTE AN ESSENTIAL AND 
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION, 
CONSIDERING THE SLOW AND UNEVEN PROGRESS REALISED CONCERNING 
HOURS OF WORK AND ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS CONCERNING WORK SAFETY AND 
HEALTH PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE OF A GENERAL STRATEGY RE- 
LATING TO AN IMPROVEMENT OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT, 
CONSIDERING THAT CHANGES IN TECHNIQUES, PRODUCTION METHODS AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF TRANSFERS OF TECHNOLOGY AND THE EVOLUTION OF 
HUMAN SOCIETY AND OF SOCIAL ASPIRATIONS PLACE THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT IN A NEW AND SOMETIMES DIFFER- 
ENT CONTEXT ACCORDING TO THE COUNTRIES, BRANCHES, OCCUPATIONS AND 
CATEGORIES OF WORKERS, 

REFERRING TO THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL LA- 
BOUR CONFERENCE IN 1972 AND 1974 RELATING TO THE WORKING EN- 
VIRONMENT, 

HAVING NOTED THE ACTIVITIES ANTICIPATED IN THE ILO'S PROGRAMME 
AND BUDGET FOR 1976-77, 

HAVING RECEIVED WITH SATISFACTION THE REPORT SUBMITTED BY THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE TO THE 60TH 
SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE AND THE DETERMINA- 
TION INDICATED THEREIN TO REINFORCE AND RENEW ILO ACTION IN THE 
FIELD OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT, 

CONSIDERING THAT ILO ACTION CONCERNING WORKING CONDITIONS AND 
ENVIRONMENT SHOULD, IN TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ASPIRATIONS FOR A 
BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE, BE CLOSELY JOINED WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES 
RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT; 

1. SOLEMNLY REAFFIRMS THAT THE IMPROVEMENT OF WORKING CONDITIONS 
AND ENVIRONMENT AND THE WELL-BEING OF WORKERS REMAINS THE FIRST 
AND PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ILO. 

2. EARNESTLY INVITES MEMBER STATES-- 

(1) TO PREPARE AND PROMOTE A GENERAL STRATEGY WHICH INCORPO- 
RATES THE OBJECTIVES OF AN IMPROVEMENT OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND 
ENVIRONMENT WITH ALL ASPECTS OF THEIR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICY; 

(2) TO SET PERIODICALLY FOR THEMSELVES A NUMBER OF DEFINITE 
OBJECTIVES DESIGNED TO REDUCE SUBSTANTIALLY CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL 
ACCIDENTS AND OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES OR THE MOST UNPLEASANT AND 
TEDIOUS OF JOBS; 

3. SUPPORTS THE WORLD-WIDE ACTION SUGGESTED BY THE DIRECTOR-GENER- 
AL OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE IN HIS REPORT WITH A VIEW 

TO RECONSIDERING THE CURRENT ACTIVITIES OF THE ILO AND TO LAUNCH- 
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ING AN INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF WORKING 
CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT WHICH IS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE OR SUP- 
PORT ACTIVITIES OF MEMBER STATES IN THIS FIELD. 

4. INVITES THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE 
TO INSTRUCT THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL- 

(1) TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT TO IT SUCH A PROGRAMME BASED ON THE 
GENERAL DISCUSSION OF HIS REPORT TO THE 60TH SESSION OF THE IN- 
TERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE AND AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS AS WELL AS WITH THE NATIONAL, 
REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL BODIES SPECIALISED IN WORKING CONDI- 
TIONS AND ENVIRONMENT; IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT, DURING THE PRE- 
PARATION OF SUCH A PROGRAMME, THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO 
CONSIDERATION; 

(A) THE INTENTION ANNOUNCED BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL DURING 
THE 59TH SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE OF INITI- 
ATING A GENERAL INQUIRY INTO WORK WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO REINFORCE 
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ACTION BY THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISA- 
TION AT ALL LEVELS; 

(B ) THE INCREASE OF ILO RESOURCES DEVOTED TO WORKING CONDI- 
TIONS AND ENVIRONMENT AND THE IMPROVEMENT OF ITS TECHNICAL CO-OP- 
ERATION METHODS IN THIS FIELD, ESPECIALLY IN RURAL AREAS AND IN 
SMALL UNDERTAKINGS; 

(C) THE RE-EXAMINATION OF INTERNATIONAL LABOUR STANDARDS RE- 
LATING TO WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT WITH A VIEW TO RE- 
VISING EXISTING STANDARDS WHICH ARE NO LONGER UP TO DATE AND THE 
ADOPTION OF BASIC STANDARDS DESIGNED TO DIRECT NATIONAL POLICIES 
CONCERNING WORK SAFETY AND HEALTH OR OTHER ASPECTS OF WORKING 
CONDITIONS; 
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(D) THE SYSTEMATIC USE OF MEETINGS OF INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEES 
AND ANALOGOUS BODIES TO CARRY OUT AN EVALUATION OF SITUATIONS 
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CONCERNING WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT IN DIFFERENT COUN- 
TRIES AND INDUSTRIES AND THE FORMULATION OF ALL APPROPRIATE RECOM- 
MENDATIONS FOR THEIR IMPROVEMENT; THE FULL UTILISATION OF THE 
SERVICES, IN PARTICULAR THROUGH THE CONVENING OF MEETINGS AT RE- 
GULAR INTERVALS, OF THE PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ON SAFETY IN MINES; 

(E) THE PREPARATION AND PUBLICATION OF GUIDES, STATUTE-BOOKS 
AND TEACHING MATERIALS IN THE FIELD OF SAFETY AND HEALTH, HOURS 
OF WORK, ORGANISATION OF WORK, IOB CONTENT AND ERGONOMICS; 

(F) THE PLACEMENT, IN DIFERENT REGIONS, OF MULTI-DISCIPLIN- 
ARY TEAMS MADE UP OF SPECIALISTS IN WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIR- 
ONMENT WHOSE IOB SHOULD BE: 

(I) TO ASSIST GOVERNMENTS, EMPLOYERS' AND WORKERS' ORGANISA- 
TIONS, AND RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES, IN THE 
PREPARATION AND CARRYING OUT OF PROGRAMMES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT WHICH CORRESPOND TO THEIR 
NEEDS AND POTENTIAL; 

(H) TO UNDERTAKE STUDIES ON NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SITUATIONS, 

GATHER AND DISSEMINATE INFORMATION, EXAMINE PROGRESS MADE IN THE 
APPLICATION OF RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL LABOUR STANDARDS; 

(III) TO ORGANISE AND ANIMATE SYMPOSIA, SEMINARS AND OTHER SPECIAL- 
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ISED MEETINGS, ESPECIALLY WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF INDUSTRIES OR 
PARTICULAR BRANCHES OF ACTIVITY; 

(IV) TO PARTICIPATE IN UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME NA- 
TIONAL AND REGIONAL PROGRAMMING; 

(G) THE IN-DEPTH STUDY OF: 

(I) THE COSTS OF INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS AND PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE 
HARMONISATION OF RELEVANT STATISTICS, AND OF THE DEFINITION OF 
CRITERIA AND LIMITS FOR EXPOSURE TO DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES; 

(II) METHODS FOR DETERMINING THE COSTS AND ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
ADVANTAGES OF VARIOUS MEASURES REFERRING TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
WORKING CONDITIONS; 

(III) EXPERIENCES RELATING TO WORK ORGANISATION AND THE EFFECTS 

OF TRANSFERS OF TECHNOLOGY AND WORKING CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT; 

(2) TO STUDY THE POSSIBILITY OF ORGANISING A WORLD CONGRESS 
WHICH WOULD TREAT VARIOUS ASPECTS OF WORKING CONDITIONS AND EN- 
VIRONMENT AND WHOSE RESULTS WOULD LATER BE SUBMITTED TO THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE IN ORDER TO ALLOW IT TO TAKE STOCK OF 
ILO ACTION AND TO DECIDE ON A FUTURE PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES; 

(3) TO UNDERTAKE, IN COLLABORATION AND WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME, A COHERENT PROGRAMME OF ILO 
ACTION CONCERNING THE ENVIRONMENT WHICH PROVIDES ESPECIALLY FOR 
EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES IN THIS FIELD, AS WELL AS 

STUDIES ON THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICIES. END TEXT.DALE 
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